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Welcome:  Hi….Welcome to Ms. Dunbar’s Algebra1 lab class.  I look forward to another great year here at Skyline.  Please take the time to read through this and sign the last page.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding what you read please let me know.  Thanks!!

What is Algebra Lab?

Algebra Lab is an elective course taken concurrently with Algebra 1 that is designed to help students who have typically struggled with math.  The goal of the class is to support students in four main areas so they can experience success in their Algebra 1 class. 
What are the four main areas of focus for Algebra Lab?

· Pre-Teaching and Re-Teaching – Something that is helpful for struggling math students is to be able to see the same subject taught more than once by a different teacher.  Often times a second explanation or different perspective on a topic can improve a student’s understanding and fluency.  In Lab, students will preview topics prior to seeing the same subject in their Algebra 1 class. We will also go over any topics the students request and review all topics before every test.
· Skill development – This means improving basic skills needed to advance to the more complex topics and concepts introduced in Algebra 1. 

· Personal organization – This includes note taking, organization and maintenance of an Algebra 1 binder as specified by the student’s Algebra teacher, keeping track of papers to be turned in and retrieved, and turning assignments in on time.  The goal is to help students be successful at the many levels of organization required to succeed at school.       
· Participation/Working in Groups – Many of the activities we will complete in Algebra Lab will require students to sit and work in teams.  This is a crucial component of their regular Algebra 1 class that is vital to their success and learning.  Learning how to work as a team and accomplish a group task is a skill that will be necessary throughout high school, college, and the workplace.  

Required Materials: 

· Scientific Calculator (TI-30 X IIS recommended)

· Composition book made out of graphing paper (I will provide 1)
· Writing utensil. Pencil is preferred as that is what they will need in Algebra 1

Grades:

Grades are based upon completion of the in-class assignments, attendance and participation. If a student has an unexcused tardy they will not receive full credit for the day. Grades are updated in a timely manner. All assignments are done in-class; they will never have homework from this class, other than getting this syllabus signed.
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Algebra 1 Lab Syllabus Acknowledgement

Parents/Guardians, thank you for taking the time to read the course syllabus.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at your convenience. My preferred method of contact is via e-mail, but only if you have an address that you use frequently. Below I have requested some contact information for my own reference. Feel free to provide only the information with which you feel comfortable.

	
	
	

	Print Parent/Guardian Name
	
	Preferred Contact Phone Number

	
	
	Home, work or cell 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Alternate Phone Number 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	
	E-mail Address 

	
	
	
	


I would also like to give you the opportunity to write me a letter/note about your students. It can be as long or as short as you would like. You can write it on the back of this paper or you can e-mail me. You might like to include some favorite things they like to do both in and out of school, some special needs your student might have or anything else you would like to share that you think might make me a better teacher to your student. 
Students please sign below, signifying that you too have read and understand the syllabus. Remember this is your first assignment and must be turned in by September 12th to receive full credit.
	
	
	

	
	
	

	Print Student Name
	
	Student Signature


